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Europe -  
State of the Union  
 
The European Union is most 
important for Europe and the 
European Idea of peaceful 
cooperation, solidarity and 
wellbeing of all the people of 
Europe. The state of the Union 
and its outlook is not so bleak as 
some want to suggest  
 
2017 is the 60 year anniversary of 
the “Rome Treaty”; - a most 
important milestone in the 
development towards the EU 
defining the communities of the 
different nations. Surely the people 
and politicians in the EU should 
celebrate this important anniversary. 
The millennium generation of 
political executives down to parish 
counselors however must ask 
questions of where they and their 
administrations have failed and/or 
damaged the EU over the past 
decades. Around the year 2000 
many European states have seen a 
change of generation in their 
political elites. Naturally the WW2 
born were replaced with people born 
in peace showing often as i.e. 
Chancellor Merkel mainly 
technocratic characteristics. Their 
predecessors’ focus was on 
development of the EU organization 
and advancing the European Idea.  

 
They in the end created the Three 
Pillars (EC/CFSP/JHA) of the EU 
consolidating its past political and 
economic success. The introduction 

of EURO (though EURO policies 
being disputable) for people in most 
of the EU countries on January 01, 
2002 was the practical symbol of a 
united EU. The generation of Mrs. 
Merkel obviously not because of 
malice but by inexperience, lack of 
historic sense, vision, appreciation 
and modesty seemingly approached 
the EU sort of like a fully loaded 
candy store treating it as club of 
their own. It seems today that the 
then newly responsible political 
executives and administrators have 
rejoiced mainly in ever growing 
self-importance indulging in 
regulatory affairs, administration, 
meetings, committees, conferences 
and summits with focus almost 
alone on EU eastward expansions 
instead of early on understanding 
and managing against the design 
faults at the core of the EU. Such 
combined with the detachment of 
politics from people up to date 
supports estrangement within the 
EU. No doubt the EU today has 
many problems. Up-to-date it still 
gives however more answers then it 
raises questions. The EU never has 
been static but it always has been a 
value based concept and organic 
body benefitting from dynamics. 
The EU provides experience (both 
negative and positive) and role 
model allowing learning and good 
balance to all of Europe. European 
nations including people in White 
Russia, Ukraine, the Russian 
Federation etc. in the future can rise 
to and achieve the European Idea 
and its underlying values core to the 
EU concept. On this basis true EU 
leaders now and in coming years 
must concentrate effectively to heal 
past and current faults felt by the 
people and develop fresh European 
cohesion strategies for the next level 
of EU acceptance and attractiveness. 
Dirk P. Schneider 
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