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No doubt Ukraine is a sovereign state
and any Ukrainian political crisis under

normal circumstances should be
resolved through internal politics.
Ukraine and the people of Ukraine
must have the right for self-
determination. Russia on the other hand
could not be ignored and this is where
the problem mainly lies.

The principal mistake of the Western
governments is that in the past years if
not decades they have failed in their
approach  towards the  Russian
Federation. Especially the US, NATO
and the EU have aggressively followed
a path of expansion into geographic
as of strategic Russian interests.
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Administration together with
national EU Governments worked
without giving much thought for
Ukraine when offering its association
agreement to Kiev without Moscow’s
consent and even worse in competition
to Russian interests. Self content the
grandchildren of the founders of the
European Union today act merely as
technocrats with little diplomatic
sensitivity and fortune in foreign
affairs.

The only good effect from the EU’s
blunder in Vilnius was that parts of the
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Ukrainian people were motivated to
come together for dialogue and stand
up in peaceful demonstrations against
the corrupt government of Viktor
Janukovych demonstrating for justice
and civil rights.

Too bad that this civil movement too
quickly and too early was high-jacked
from more determined interest groups
including those from abroad in East
and West abroad.

Foremost the US in the aftermath of the
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In all this Russia seems more restr.
than the West but surely is jus
protective of (legitimate) own strategic
interests.

The Ukrainian people seem to have lost
their say in all this and already pay the
ultimate price when people fight, hurt
and even kill each other because of
their different political convictions.

All in all there is little understanding
and tolerance shown towards the other
side and all stakeholders are well
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advised to rethink first of all their own
actions. Much would be won if all sides
would first of all act to restrain
themselves instead of pointing fingers
and going against the other party.

The Ukrainian power struggle and the
means used in this struggle are hardly
in line with democratic and legal of
modern nations.
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Besides all criticism towards the West
it is also clear that the crisis has shown
the inability of the Russian Federation

planning. Russian Intelligence however
completely  failed in  properly
evaluating western reactions towards
pro-Russian actions in Crimea and in
controlling the dynamics of the local
and regional activists thus contributing
to conflict and destabilization.

Between the big power politics regional
oligarchs, crime and the generally
discontent romantics especially in

Eastern Ukraine have found room for
their own ideas and aspirations without
accepting any authority or control thus
contributing to a dynamic and
escalation which none of the big
players are able to easily contain
anymore and increasing the chances for
a future civil war or at least unrest in
many of the Ukrainian territories for
probably a long time to come.

Today it is the highest political
responsibility of all stakeholders to
ensure a peaceful resolution of the
isputes in and around Ukraine.
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| election scheduled for
14 in any case will show a
ven its legality and the result
may be disputed. Regardless what it
will be and who is sworn in as next
President of Ukraine the only challenge
will be to pacify and to compromise
until there is a positive outlook for
Ukraine and the Ukrainian people

regardless of historic disputes.
Dirk P. Schneider
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