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Afghanistan Air Mobility?
Lufttransport Fahigkeiten in
Afghanistan?
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Afghanistan Air
Mobility — inspect the
teeth of a given horse?
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The Afghans obviously have little
choice except to be formally grateful
to the US for their gifts. They
anyway way have little to say in this
affair. Just for comparison: The UH
60 transports 11 passengers and
2,640 pounds cargo. The Mi 17

transports 30 passengers and more
than 8000 pounds cargo with better
hot and high performance. The US
as mentor/manager of AAF after
2005 originally thought it should be
a good idea to equip the new Air
Force with a helicopter best suited

local conditions i.e. Afghanistan’s
i itudes and desert landscapes.
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1990 with most likely very intensive
maintenance and inspections. With
the 159 x USD 8 million price tag
for their refurbishment with upgrade
to UH 60 Plus models and
considering their life-cycle cost the
winner is the US Industry and its
Profits. Regardless of the good
business for US Industry it should
be sensible to keep and sustain also
the already invested AAF Mi 8/17
complementary to the above AAF
“new” Blackhawks. Dirk P. Schneider



